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Report of the Committee on Publicity 


To the Officers and Members of Fhe American Numismatic Society 


As there ay bine no large exhibitions held by the Society 
during the past year, there has been little ‘eeki for much 
oublicity. CA hae 

Notices of the various changes of exhibitions and of our 
meetings have been sent to the papers and reports of these 
meetings and exhibitions have been supplied to the different 
numismatic magazines. Write-ups have been either furnished 
or information supplied, to several cuides to New York, both 
for remular sale and special conventions that have been held 
here. 

Individual efforts by some of our Members has also 
given the Society publicity in news items, books ete. In- 
direot aivertisementghaveincreased somervhat; such as cre 
to the Society for the wight of reproducing some of our 
coins, medals, decorations, ete. In other words, service 
has been extended in every direction where over possible, 
or advisabie. 

This committee fails to see where any henéefit is derived 
by having this work in the hands of a Committee \as all of 
this publicity work is furnished by the Society's officers 
in the rerular course of their duties. 


Respectfully submitted, 


REPCRT OF THE COMMITTEE CH PUBLICITY 


To the Officers and Members of The American Numiematia Soolety, 


As there have been no large exhibitions held by the 
Society during the past year, there hee been little chance 
for mich publicity - 

Hotices of the various changes of exhibitions, and of 
our meatings, have been sent to the papers and reports of 
these meetings and exhibitions have bean supplied to the 
different numismatic magazines. Yrite-ups have been either 
furnished or information supplied, to several guides to 
New York, both for regular sale and special conventions that 
have been held here. 

Individual efforts by some of our Mambers hawt algo 
miven the Society publicity in newsSitems, booka, ete. Ine 
direst advertisements have ineresased somewhat; suoh ag 
eredit to the Soetety for the right Of reproducing some of 
our coins, medals, decorations, etc. In other words, 
service has bean extended in every diregtion where aver 
possible, or advisable. 

This Comnuittes fails to see where any benefit is 
derived by having this work in the handa of « Comittee 
a5 &ll of this publicity vork is furnished by the Society's 
officers in the recular course of their duties. 


Raspectfully submitted, 
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City Editor, Christian Science Monitor, Boston, Mass. ——— 


a : : Rrooklyn Daily Eagle, Brooklyn, N. Y. ae ee 
sMro Ames, The Associated Press. New York City. 
City Editor, New York American ; p> 
" Evening Mail. 5 
- . Evening Post. s axe 
5 ihe " . Evening Sun. : Ey 
6 " F Evening Telegram. r 
7: Mr. F. W. Eddy New York World. ‘ae 
3 City Editor —The<Gitte-_ A Hees 
: aie : The New York Herald. at 
. : " Jersey City Journal, Jersey City, N. Jd. ~ 
C : Morning Telegraph, New York City. 
C 4 New York Press, New York City. — 
aa : . New York Staats Zeitung, New York City. ogee 
7 A ee New York Times, New York City. Www fx, ys Wee—r~s ao 
Hy : : Newark Evening News, Newark, N. J. 
+\ b Mr. John D. Eells, New. York Tribune, New York City. — 
+ ¢ Mr. Franklin Clarkin, gait West’ st., New York City. 3 Va get dcc ta ace 
Elizabeth Daily Journal, Elizabeth, N. J. City Editor ( Lund lo Aen ya 


; Fleke Xe. op 


«Mr. Ralphs, Geographical Society. *, 


Vr. William RB. Stoddard , Dramatic writer, Tribune Béuilding, 


Room 1511, New. York. 
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During these times of strife when we have been constantly hear- 

ing of medals and decorations awarded for brave deeds in battle, it comes 

as &@ relief to hear of medals being given for just the opposite, that is, 
refraining from war and strife. 

Few people probably know that this country has been in the habit 
of giving from time to time, Peace Medals to our American Indians. The 
custom dates back to early Colonial times, when Cecil Calvert,,in 1632 or 
thereabout, gave large silver medals to friendly Indians with the probable 
hope that they would keep the Peace... English and French kings were also 
acoustomed to bestow large medals, for the most part silver, on Indian 
Chiefs and men of importance in the tribe, after peace treaties or in 
token of gratitude for their friendship/ 

The United States, shortly after its independence,, followed the 
Same precedent. The American Numismatic Society, Broadway and 156th Street, 
has placed on public view, probably the largest collection in existence of 
Indian Peace Medals issued by our verious Presidentse. The series began 
With Gu large oval silver plate measuring 5 by 7 inches, given by Washinn- 
ton to certain Indian chiefs.. The different presidents since then have 
issued medals, in from one to three sizes, all to our ey~es, large and 
showy, for the Indian loves ornamentation and these silver discs natumally 
appeal to him. On one side is the deliniation of the President awarding 
the medal, for the "Great White Father" should be held in proper respect by 
his Indien wards. The reverse, .from John Adams to Zachary Taylor, consists 
of the hand of w soldier clasping the hand of an Indian,.above a tomahawk 
and calumet crossed, inscription PACE AND FRITNDSHIP.. 

Millard Fillmore adopted a new reverse, # pioneer and an Indian 
standing facing each other, with the U. S. fleg as a backfround and the in- 
scription LABOR VIRTUE HONOR. This reverse was also used on the medals of 
Franklin Pierce. 

The reverse of the medals of James Buchanan and Abrahem Lincoln 
bears an inner circle within which is a representation of an Indian plow- 
ing, and outside of which is ome Indian relieving an other of his scalp, 
also the symbols of war and peace. 

The reverse of the medal of Andrew Johnson represents America and 
an Indian chief clasping hands in front of a monument surmounted by @ bust 
of Washington,.and bearing the word PUACE. 

Grant issued a medal entirely different in appearance, and with 
many symbols of prosperity and peacee 

The medals of Hayes, Garfield, Arthur,.Cleveland and Benjamin 
Harrison are oval in shape and depict on the reverse a pioneer and an Indian 
in amicable conversation.. There is also a round medal of Benjamin Harrison 
showing scenes from the life of the Indian and the farmere. 

The oval medals of the five presidents last mentioned are lacking 
in the collection, which contains the round medal of Benjamin Harrison 
and from one to three medals of each of the ohher presidents.. They vary 
from two to three inches in diameter and each one has been actually owned 
ore worn by an Indian and some have been preserved through several genera- 

ONS. 


Mr. Wood spoke of some coins especially interesting on account of 


Most of these coins are derived from ingots either 


their odd shapes. 
Many of these are pounded into 


rectangular or cylindrical in shape. 
such forms-as the spherical ticals of Siam, and the even more interest 


ing shapes used in the Lao states. Other for®S: were long bars either 


used in their entireity or cut into varying Lengths according to their 

denomination. Other ingots used in towns along the Mekong River have 
the shape of canoes, Another form of money is made from wire. ‘Some 

shew the original wire shape, slightly flatened out in places for the 
inscription. Othersaare flatened out so that the original semblance of 
the wire is lost. Other shapes were in the form of rings. Other marked 


features were certain Burmese coins probably derived from some shell. 


| In recOgnition of thé Oth anniversary of the birth of 
Princes Eiswark, The American Numismatic Society, at 156th Street 
and Broadway, have placed on public view, various medals showing 
the portrait of the "Iron Chancellor". | 
Most of these medals are by well-known German artists, and 
depict him at. different oeriods of his long and eventful life. 
The Museum ig open to the public week days and Sunday after~ 


' nNOCHS, | 


We hear so much about the Prussizen Iron Cross being awarded to 
German soldiers and sailors during the present war, that it might be 
of interest to see just what this cross looks like. 

The accompanying illustration is from the first one of these 
crosses to reach this country, and be placed on public view. 

It was recently obtained by The American Numismatic Society, and 
may be seen any day from ten to five o'clock, and on Sunday afternoons 
in the Society's museum, Broadway me 156th Street, Manhattan. 

The Iron Cross was established as a reward for valor, by Frederick 
William III, King of Prussia, for the war with Napoleon, and bears his 
initials and the date 1813. At the time of the Franco-Prussian war it 
revived. The crosses are similar to the earlier ones, with ithe addition 
of the initial W for William I, and the date 1870, on the other side. 
Those of the present war are the same with the date 1914 substituted for 


1870. The two older varieties are also on exhibition. 


Sal Ts Va Voerg, May 21 1919" 


Sent to the following newspapers:- 
New York American 


_ New York Evening Post . 
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Owing to the frequent mention of Peland during the nade: Sohrk hae ee 
lines of battle have swept back and forth, leaving the land desolated and 
almost in ruins, the Society's collection of Polish medals Son been placed 
on view. 

These metallic menentofs show the more glorious side of Polish history, 
but a careful examination of the different pieces bring forward in a striking 

pburpry? bom 

manner, that Poland wes a battlefield 

ay ish medals are shown beginning from the time of Sigismund I 1506-1548 
| ies to the end of the Polis Kingdom, a little over a century ago. Most 
of the medals are silver and many of them are large in size. The majority 
are very finely executed by such well-known artists of the time as Sebastian 
Dadler, Hoehn, Kittel, Smeltzing, Hautsch, Groskurt, Wermuth, Holthaeusser 
and Lo@s. 

Many of the pieces are simply one mass of detail portraying whole battle 
scenes, or often times in the case of those medals issued by the city of 
Danzig, covered with a pamoranic view of the city. The portraits of the 
different rulers make a gallery in themselves. The medals referring to 
Treaties of Peace form a large portion of the whole. Especially interest- 
ing, are those commemorating the peace of Oliva in 1660 between Poland, 
Sweden, Brandenburg and Austria. One of these pieces portrays a wneat field 
that has been sownover a battle field covering up the various implements of 

war such as muskets, armor, hwlmets, halbergs etc., showing how soon the 


physical scargof war are effaced. 


The medals of John Sobieski form an especially interesting group. These 


include a large number of pieces commemorating the Relief of Vienna in 1685 


7 SO A a | 
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while besieged by the Turks. The last Polish King, Stanilaus 

Augustus is represented largely by award medals and pieces commemcrat- 
ing him as a patron of the arts and sciences. Polish celebrities 

are well represented by a large number of personal medals, most of 


& 


them pear&ng portraits be 
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Owing to the frequent mention of Poland during the past year, where the 
lines of battle have swept back and forth, leaving the land desolated and 
almost in ruins, the Society's collection of Polish medals have been placed 
on view. 

These metallic mementoes show the more glorious side of Polish history, 
but a careful examination of the different pieces bring forward in a striking 
manner, that Poland was a battlefield 

160 mejals are shown beginning from the time of Sigismund I 1506-1548 
down to the end of the Polish Kingdom, a little over a century ago. Most 
of the medals are silver and many of them are large in size. The majority 
are very finely executed by such well-known artists of the time as Sebastian 
Dadler, Hoehn, Kittel, Smeltzing, Hautsch, Groskurt, Yermuth, Nolthacusser 
and Loss. 

Many of the pieces are simply one mass of detail portraying whole battle 
scenes, or often times in the case of those medals issued by the city of = 
Danzig, covered with a pamoranic view of the city. The portraits of the 
different rulers make a gallery in themselves. The medals referring to 
Treaties of Peace form a large portion of the whole. Especially intereste 
ing, are those commemorating the peace of Oliva in 1660 between Poland, . 
Sweden, Brandenburg and Austria. One of these pieces portrays a wheat field 
that has been sown over a battle field covering up the various implements of 

war such as muskets, armor, helmets, halberts etc., showing how soon the 
physical scar of war are effaced. 


The medals of John Sobieski form an especially interesting croup. These 


include a large number of pieces commemorating the Relief of Vienna in 1685 


while besieged by the Turks. The last Polish King, Stanilaus 
Augustus is represented largely by award medals and pieces commemorat- 
ing him as a patron of the arts and sciences. Polish celebrities 


are well represented by 2 large number of personal medals, most of 


them bearSng portraits.of 
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THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
BROADWAY, BETWEEN 155TH AND 156TH STREETS 
NEW YORK 


October lith, 1917. 


City Editor, 
New York American. 


Dear Sir:- 


I am enclosing some material describing the medal 
recently issued by The American Numismatic Society to 
commemorate the declaration of war by the United States, 
and the exhibition arranged in connection therewith. 

You will note that the subject of this exhibition is the 
eagle on coins and medals from the earliest times to the 
present day. 


Please make clear <in* anything you may publish that 
this medal is no longer for sale. % was offered to our 
members oniy and the subscription closed September 29th.. 
Even our members can no longer obtain copies. 


We consider the date of the declaration of war which 
appears on the medal as sufficiently explanatory of its 
purpose. The date will become more significant as we look 
back on it. Our effort was to symbolize the spirit which 
characterizes the entry of our country into the world war. 


Should you desire to prepare a Sunday supplement 
article, we will gladly place at the disposal of your 
photographer such of the pieces in the exhibition described 
as he may select.. 


Please note that the medal is copyrighted, and make 
specific mention that it is reproduced by permission. 


Was QR Baty renee 


| 


: fi ° ; we QV Aart a ' ‘~ 
With cordial thanks for any consideration you may feel 
warranted in giving our medal, I am, 


ee ola 


Yours, eter rex 


Secretary. 


American Numismatic 


The,Society has just received from Mr. J. Sanford Saltus 
the gift of probably its rarest coine This is the famous Confederate 
half dollar of which but four were made, and to-day but two only are 
knowns The piece shown here was the first one that came to light. 
It came to New York some time in the seventy's. The history of this 
rare coinage is as followsi- 

In the early sage oF the Civil War when the Confederates 
took’ New Orleans they seized all Government property which included 
the United States Mint located in that city. What coins there were 
on hand of course were usede The silverr:bullion was aiso minted 
into United States coins with the existing dies then there. The 
question then came up for a distinctive coinage for the Confeder- 
acye A die was made for the reverse of the fifty cent piece showing 
a Confederate shield and the legend CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA. 
The obverse side of the old U. S. helf dollar showing a seated 
figure of Liberty surrounded by thirteen stars, dated 1861, was to 
be used in conjunction with the new die. 

Four pieces only were struck, probably to submit to the 
high officials. No more pieces were ever struck as the supply of 
bullion had run out, and during the life of the Confederacy no 


sufficient amount of bullion was ever obtained to strike any sil- 


ver coinse 


‘way of serving the nations That the American Numismatic Society 


| ean. do thie without going far out of its field is a cause for congratu- 


— 


lations _ Symbolisn plays & large pert in nunismatics o Sahat could be 


more fitting than that this Society should prepare and asapley an exi-e 


"bition which will enable the public 6o oe and identify the in- 


eae - pignia on the uniforms of our more | Hatecords, chevrons, shoulder 


B 
- meres and balges - all nave thoir significances The purpose of the 


“omnibition is making that significance imnowite 


“a | 


Perhaps the most striking features of the display are the caps 


= and sleoves of naval officers of flag ~beriaecat These are aravanticis 


ornanontod with gold lace and enbroiderye ae collar devices and 


shoulder marks of the coumias ioned ond warrant officers make a very 
“attractive disploy with their different symbols, and with the bright 


Peieret insets of the different staff officers the exhibit is st¢il1 


further enhanced. There are several cases in which are shown the 


ae nune rous chevrons which indicate the rating and branch of service 


of enlisted men, and petty officers of the navye Lverything from 
the crescent of the shipt 3 coos. the star of the master-at-aras 


is heres ‘The ‘aieter of tho dovieve in use in the Marine Corps 


” 48 deualiy interesting. 


The completeness of the exhibit for the Havy is rivalled by 
” that. of the Armys =_ cords and shoulder marks, and collar devices 


“ Slisath ten by which each man, fron the private to the Lientenant- 


athe General may be distinguished is included 


“Man: forms of activity ars now called into tho service oe a 


a8 : - modern army in sufficient force to demand separate Oren sear tes We 


> 
the trench mortar and machine ae commanies, the interpreters "corps ; 
and the military police, the special markings for all of which are 
showme Hore are olso the devices worn by the men and officers of 
the aviation service, army, navy and marine corps, including both — 
the balloon and observer groupse ‘here formally the caducous of the 


medical éorps was sufficient and all-embracing, there are now sepa= 
4 : = | ® « 
rate devices for the dental corps, veterinary corps, sanitary corps, 


and army nurses corpse ‘Two underlying principles are apparent be- 


A 


tween the d4xmy and Havy ueiformse Those of the army are sombre, 


based on protective or defensive coloration as the mon are targets, 


while the navy uniforms still remain of blue or white with gaudy — 


mirkings as the ship not the man is the targete ‘the marine corps 


comes under both eatogorics , the ship marine vears the blue while the 


. shore marine wears Lovestry green and ihaltie 


iest, ‘theach not. least, come the badges and ribands; . 
Here there de on abileatte opportunity for compar ison with thoso of 
other countries, in which the Soliects ion of the Anerican Hunienatio 
Society is so ae And if we hove-a specimen ‘of the-new modat-oe 
honor, as has. anes promised, to place haside the yoloremedals of our 
allies, we may feel sure that this exhibition will: not Lack in interest ~ 


for either the civilisn or the enlisted mane : 


, x \ 


The exhibition of devices and identification marks worn on 
the uniforms of our fighting men now at the Museum of The American 
Numismatic Society, Broadway near 156th Street, supplies a very de- 
cided and long felt want. The growth of our armed forces with their 
many ramifications has brought a multitude of new markings for denot- 
ing the different ranks and branches of the service. 


The general public, in peacetimes, have bothered themselves 
very little over learning even the ordinary devices indicating rank 
or kind of service of our soldiers, sailors and marines. Many people 
are now absolutely bewildered, and for the most part cannot tell a 
first class private from a commissioned officer. The present exhi- 
bition is primarily to acquaint people with all these distinctive marks. 
It is not necessary to show the entire wniform. The hats or hat.cords 
and the collar, shoulder and sleeve ornaments form the chief clues for 
identification. All of these details are shown with explanatory labels. 


A few minutes at the exhibition shows two different underlying 
principles separating the insignia and uniforms of the army from those 
of the navy. Everything pertaining to the land forces is dull and 
sombre of hue. The men themselves are the targets for the enemy's bul- 
lets. The navy on the other hand does not have to consider defen- 
sive coloration in the uniforms of its men. The ship is the target. 
Consequently the old navy blue or dazzling white with the grade mark- 
ings of gold or red, predominate with our sea fignters. 


In one exhibition are the various caps and sleeve markings of 
the officers of the navy. Other cases show the collar and shoulder 
insignia, pointing out the difference between a line oificer and a 
staff officer so that one may easily distinguish the navigating of 
officer of a ship from the Paymaster or the Surgeon. 


The Marine Corps group is especially attractive. Here is 
shown one of the steel trench helmets like those worn by these gal- 
lant fighters at Chateam Thierry and Belleau Woods, Their various 
caps, Symbold and devices are all on view, whether of the ship marine 
with his blue wniform or the shore marine clad in forestry green. 


The olive drab of the army occupies the most space. Over- 
seas caps, sleeve markings, and collar devices of the officer and 
enlisted man are displayed in their completeness. Here are the 
devices of the tank corps who “treat ‘em rough", the chemical corps 
who will get in their deadly work soon, the aviators and observers 
as well as all the other departments. The chevrons of the enlisted 
men do not appear especially bright but another case showing the 
vari-colored hat cords makes up for any soberness in the former. 
The brassards or arm bands worn by special organizations, such as 
our telephone girls in foreig service, stretcher bearers, trench 
cleaners and military police also help to giwe a touch of color to 
the exhibition 


~w 


Another interesting group is formed by the devices and badges 
worn by the various auxiliaries that lodk after the welfare of our 


men - the Ye li. C. Aw, Salvation Army, Knights of Columbus, and 
Hebrew Welfare workers. 
The rewards given to our men, such as the Medal of Honor, 


the new Distinguished service Cross as well as the various campaign 
badges with their bright colared ribbons are all here too. 


The exhibition is free to the public between the hours of ten 
and five on week days, and one to five on Sundays, and will be con- 


tinued for three or four months. 


tne Anerican Nuniamatic Soolety has arr ed & apeotal 
exhibit hat tts ttusoun “tn exter “Sat the public may see at 
Leqet seven displays of coins throughout the city. 

The purpose is to give a bird's-eye view of the art of 
Sinage in its entixety from its inception, 800 B.C,, to the 
present duy. A tietiber of caves have bean ao arranged to show 
the art of scinage by the eenturies from the beimming up to our 
own time.  Coneequentiy, one oan easily trace the Tirset crude 
attempts, the perfection of the ancient eoinace in the Pourth 
and Third Centuries, B.0., and the graduel decline in the late 
Roman Wapire. The Dark Anos a wold exemplified by the poor 
amd medioere ag inage, and one can trace the gradual improvement 
from the time of Charlemagne threugh the enouing centuries. 

The beautiful @oins of the Renaissance and the present day sone 
ceptions of art are vividly chown. 

Other exhibits shew coin stales and weighta, because until 
recent years nearly avery plewe of gold and most pieces of sliver 
were weighed. Aboriginal forms of money in barter are dbo of dise 
play, such as orude ivenpepite and bravelete fvom Africa, shells 
from te Bast, and wampum fromour own country. Other omes show 
sontragste in numiametieos « large eiiver coins of several inchea in 
diameter, and small specks notlarcer than the end of @ peneil; thide 

eolns andgpieces of netal ag thin as paper; Rikarapes eoins, square, 
octeasgénal; long burs and crude iweps of starmed metal. Coins in @l1 
metale as well as poxeelain and glass are on view. The largest 
coin displayed weighs 31 lbe.; examples of paper money are shown fmm 
fifty billion doom. Yubstitutes for money used in Turope during the 
War occupy one case, and show the extremitks to which the various na- 


} 
te 
t 


tions were placed in order toprovide a circulating medium. 
Small pieees of cardboard made by the blue-print process; 
stamps wrapped in transparent paper, and scoraps of paper 
with a rubber stamp and a promise to pay. 

Another case shows. the interesting post-war coins of 
some ofthe Eurepean countries where formerly gold and sil- 
ver was used, now only the baser metals, such as nickel, zine, 
&luminum, iron, 6tc.. 

The extraordinary coins in use a hundred years ago in the 
West Indies, afford a curious insight into the expedients to 
which certain Governments have been driven to X46dv4¢ provide 
@ colnage. these pieces werr originallySpanish coins eut 
into every conceivale shape ox with large holes of varions 
forms punched into them. Both parts being used - that is, the 
ring as well as the piece cut out. 

Decorations of all te countries of the world are also shown ; 
and two decorations worn by the late Impress Plizabeth of Austria, 
recently acquired, are now on view. 

The Museum is open to the publie from 10 to 5 ofclock during 


Coin Week. 


tiie 


‘museums tosated: on Piicctas between west 155th and 156th “treets ‘s 


i 


a Fie ethos of interest and information for the student of history 


45 Weli a: for the lover of art. Not only can one see ami stury the 


i ‘coins and medals of all ages and countries but the decorations and 
insignia of the different nations form one of the déciaed attractions 


‘of the Zuseum.The modern medals ,the product of the b st sculptors of 


modern times ,both here and abroad are showm in the lerge wall cases 


i 

~ =o on the four sides of the exhibition room.fhe student of art can here 
a : compare pha delicate renderings in low relief , one with another and 

a study the various expressions and interpretations of the different ° 
artiste: 

i ere Reale tats Phe war egal s decorations and insignia are shown in special oieal 
wae and have always attracted: iiuch interest: from th: casual observer on 

Be: 3 ‘aobount of the brignt colored eitibonn and beautiful munzkaiiing enamel work. 
7a. os, but this Bart: of the coliection:has had much more appeel to the visitor 


since the war since so many of our men have been decorated by foreign 


eos and since our own war medals have become better known. 
displayed 
— “rominently are our own Distinguished Service Medal ,~istinguished Service 


Beoes and. Congvessional, Medal of Honor,for both Wavy and Army.The latter aoe 


To : 
« 


medal is one of. the worldés Soonent award for bravery.Also.is shown spec= = 
imens of the British Victoria ea ae of these examples is of e special si 
interest as it is the only Victoria Cross evor givexxexk awardea for ser- 
vico on the American Continent having been fiven to Private timothy 0'’Hea : 
ve bravery in putting out a fire on an aemunition train running out of ; 
Montreal in 1866 during the Fenian Raid. Of the Orders of Anighthood and a 
‘Chivalry ‘the Sritish Order of the Garter with its large enamelled St. Q 
i1Ling the dragon and its gold embroidered garter.is of the utmost . x = 


“he € divides attention quite largely with the Danish Order of 
aie bpiore 


the Elephant with its larg 
Som, eee tae 


light blue ribbon. 9 Si 


ors VF ' 


: a ee 
Another collectior of medals less known but ecually interest 


| | peat. Ae 

is the series xnown as the Indian Peace Medals. These first given By 
English and the French in Colonial day to friendly indians,generally 
the conclusion of a peace treaty have been continued by our “ae 


ment . For the most part these medals are of silver and of large - 


the most gale pifae.. those given presented PETAR the presidency 


*. 


ay 
of Vashingtont the se are Poe al sett as cote ply pieces some ) measur tg Bh 


.. 
y 


_\seven inches highe+n the early ad 2 sect 02 med the large Fur companies 


rt ‘presented medals as well. Of interest to Hew York is chi silver medal 
5S aR Ie 


ia ‘presonted to indians = the Anerican Por Company bearing the “portrat 
i te : hy ¥ 


* 


of its founder eohn dacob Astor. a 


X\ aes ces 
a The flat cases throimacut the - Museum are devoted to exhibitions: of 


ae 
et 


ieee ayes et 


: es ee 
“fi coins and historieal medalseBut a small part of the. collection can be ae 
a ‘ Ba ee 
} “Siow at ons time but the practic eis made to show a ropséecnt ee 


: vf 


J epriee. or pieses of Sonknes interest. The visitor may see the beaut ful a 


e dine of ancient ge kb as tngs in their ‘charm and exquisite taste. 


‘ ns 


- 7 Ss i 
v “- 


Here also may be seen the historic coins of ancient Rome with their 


¥. Ys a 
Aa Is ee \ i a se. 
me stor fal portraits. of SRpOTOR & as wert: as ths erude and wnpretentions 
sik i : ek care 
ire of. the middle - ages. 2 “hese unassuming ng pieces ere not without intere oe 
AN cS pea , 
ii 


vas here may be a ‘oin of Charlemagne or Rein alRashia of Bemied-Also 
7 i : “s ~ 
Giz can\ see the satcared of the kings of ‘England or Veause: the seuke pieces 
7 \giroce » by the Spaniards in South émerica in the carly days.or our om 


s 


“ 


| first eciisisee “pinion struck in. ive lai or faits or even odd and curious: 
Oocine from the heart of Africa or far away China.One of the most intel : 
jesting bits of money is a large copper slab,14 by 24 inches in size 
rene S31 pounds used in Sweden in the ; veventeenth nee 


a Ne Students of the subject wishing | to see pieces not on exnibitton 
par ‘el y : me - ee 


4° should mske their wants known to $he: Curator 


eck ee uu OF THE AMERICAN NUMISMATIC 


noc lity 


The Museum of Phe American Numismatic Society, one of the group of 
museums located on Broadway between West 155 and 156th Streets, is a store- 
house of interest and information for the student of history or of art. It 
contains a large collection of the coins of all countries and all ages, vbe~ 
ing particularly strong in the coinages of the Far Haste One coin of spec- 
ial interest Swedish Bight Yaler piece. This is one of a series of cop- 
per coins in different denominations from one to ten dalers or dollars is- 
sued in Sweden between the middle of the 17th gextto the middle of the 18th 
century, which are notable as being the largest coins in the world. The 
eight daler piece mentioned is about 14 inches by 24 inches in size and 
weighs 51 pounds. Other coins worth of notice are the early colonial pieces 
of America such as the Pine Tree Shillings or the curious spade and razor 
shaped coins of ancient China- 

There is also upon exhibition a magnificent collection of the 
work of modern medallic artists, both American and foreign. A part of the 
¢hllection which appeals to the visitor at the present time is that devoted 
to military medals, decorations and bedges of the Huropean orders of Chival- 
ry.» The attention of Americans has recently been turned to these things by 
our experiences in the late war, and by the fact thet many of our disting- 
uished men have received foreign awards in recognition of their services. 
Among these, perhaps the outstanding pieces are khexims xpezimensxedxthe 
two famous medals awarded for personal bravery - the United States Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor and the English Victoria Crocse Actual examples 
of both these pieces are to be seen and the specimen of the Victoria Cross 
shown has an added interest since it is the only Victoria Cross awarded 


for service on the American Continent, it having been given to Private 


a 
-- 


” i yg a Se 


(2) 


Timothy O'Hea for bravery during a fire in an amunition train at Montreal 


in 1866. A recent addition to this part of the Museum's collection is an | 
Sati oh General Service medal with a clasp showing to have been given ron 
service in the battle of Fort Detroit during the"War of 1812". Also in=< 


eluded in this portion of the Km exhibits is the insignia of the British 


ot 


Order of the Garter, by-—far the most Oracrsof Knighthood in the world, 
and the insignia of many of the other #uropean Chivalric Orders only less 
impottant than the Garter. . | . hy wi 
Not exactly military decorations but perhaps of almost equal ine BTA. bs 
terest with them, is the collection of Indian Peace Medals. From the earl- es 


iest Colonial days until comparatively recently, it had been the custom of Me 
the governnent, English French or American, to give to Indian Saiz Chiefs. a 

re 
large silver medals upon the conclusion of a treaty of Peace. The Museum's fe ks 


collection of these medals is unusually large and interesting. 1t includes ge 5 Fy 

during the Colonial period but also medals given the American ie tee et ; + aes 
 * a or 

from George Washington to senjamin Harrison. In addition, to these official ed 


not only medals given King George II and King George I11l of England Rwy 


— d 


medals an extremely important piece is the medal given by John Jacob Astor 


the first President of the American Fur Trading Company, to an Indian Chign . P= 


F: 
., Uubt 
ye : 


with whom his company had entereua in commercial xmkurexk agreement. 


